
FINGER  LAKES THOROUGHBRED 

ADOPTION PROGRAM,  INC. 

PLACEMENT AGREEMENT 

 

 

 

The recipient agrees to the following conditions and regulations: 

 

1. The named horse may only be transferred back to the Finger Lakes 

Thoroughbred Adoption Program, Inc. during the initial one-year lease period.  

After the successful completion of the lease, the horse will then be signed over to 

the adoptive owner.  During the lease period, the recipient may only release the 

horse from his/her care to the FLTAP.  After the lease period, if the new owner 

decides he/she can no longer care for the horse, then the FLTAP reserves the 

right of first refusal in taking the horse back into its program. 

2. The horse may not be raced, bred, sold, given away, assigned or disposed of, or 

have any interest in thereof transferred during this period.  The horse may not 

be used for commercial purposes.  Should a life-threatening situation arise, the 

named horse may only be humanely euthanized by a licensed veterinarian. 

3. Transportation arrangements and cost are the responsibility of the recipient at 

the time of placement or in the event of return to the FLTAP. 

4. If the recipient changes the location of the horse or changes the horse’s 

veterinarian, the FLTAP must be provided the new stabling information and the 

veterinarian information within 5 days of said change. 

5. Required weight:  Named horse must maintain proper weight and condition as 

described in the Henneke Scoring System:  “Fleshy #7” (see description below).  

Fat should fill the spaced between the ribs.  Fat should also be noticeable along 

the withers, neck and behind the shoulders.  Upon acquiring a horse in condition 

and weight other than #7, Fleshy, the recipient is required to improve the horse’s 

weight and condition to Fleshy #7 within a reasonable amount of time. 

 
HENNEKE CONDITION SCORING SYSTEM (From Standards published by the National Animal 

Control Association) 

Description:  The Henneke System is a consistent system for objective evaluation of a horse’s body 

condition.  The sic points on horses that are most responsive to changes in body fat are:  the lumbar 

spinous processes (boney projections of  the spine over the loin), ribs, tailhead, area behind the 

shoulders, crest of the neck and the wither.  Palpation of these areas and visual evaluation are 

combined to give a numerical score.  A horse that scores 1 has no apparent fatr cover and is 

emaciated.  An animal scoring 9 is an obese animal. 

Definition:  (7) FLESHY – There may be a crease down the back and while the ribs can be felt, fat 

fills the spaces between them; fat is also noticeable along the withers and next to and behind the 

shoulders.  This is the level that halter horses are kept and it is also a good level for horses wintering 

outside of a stall. 

 

6. Required Care:  Proper feeding to maintain weight at “Fleshy” according to the 

Henneke Scoring System, free access to water, minimum three-sided shelter and 

adequate fencing, worming and farrier care. 

7. Required Veterinary Care:  Spring and/or Fall inoculations and dental care as 

recommended by your veterinarian. 



8. Illness or Injury:  The recipient agrees to provide recommended veterinary care 

for illness and/or injury according to the horse’s needs. 

9. The recipient agrees to forward a veterinarian’s brief statement of named 

horse’s residence, general condition, weight, teeth and hoof condition at the time 

of Spring/Fall inoculations or upon request (a brief health check form will be 

provided for this purpose). 

10. The recipient agrees that the named horse will reside at: 

____________________________________________________________________. 

11. If the recipient fails to comply with any of these conditions or regulations, the 

FLTAP reserves the right to regain possession of the named horse. 

12. I understand that there are risks involved in riding and being around horses.  

They are unpredictable by nature and very powerful due to their size.  

Unexpected behaviors such as kicking, jumping, rearing up, running away or 

other things not specifically mentioned can cause injury to themselves, you or 

other horses.  Anyone riding or near a horse is at risk for bodily injury or 

property damage.  In the event of a personal injury, the recipient agrees to hold 

harmless and release the FLTAP, the Finger Lakes HBPA, Inc. and the Finger 

Lakes Racing Association from any liability related to the horse.  The FLTAP 

makes no representations or guarantees about the soundness, abilities, 

temperament or health of the horse. 

 

 

The laws of the State of New York shall govern this agreement and the parties 

herein agree to the jurisdiction of the courts of the State of New York should any  

dispute arise hereunder. 

 

I, _____________________________________, ________________________________ 

                           Print Name                                                        Signature 

 

Residing at _____________________________________________________________ 

                                                                        Street Address 

________________________________,  __________________________, ___________ 

                       City                                                        State                                   Zip 

 

Have read and accept the terms, conditions and above-stated regulations that 

pertain to my acceptance and placement of: 

 

____________________________  Age _________  Sex ___________  Tattoo________ 

 

I, ______________________ hereby authorize placement of the above-named horse. 

 

Date of Placement: ____________________    Adoption Fee Received _____________ 

 
Contact information in the event of an emergency as dictated in #11, or if horse is to be returned: 

Dr. Margaret Ohlinger, Executive Director, FLTAP, P.O. Box 25043, 5857 Rt. 96, Farmington, NY  

14425; animaltrax@frontiernet.net;  585-303-1897, 585-924-1546, 607-279-5537. 

 


